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MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 19-98 ORLEANS J EAS.186 
MASSACHUSETTS ARCHIVES BUILDING 
220 MORRISSEY BOULEVARD 

BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 02125 


Town/City: |= Town of Eastham 


Place: (neighborhood or village): 
South Eastham 


Photograph 


Address: 60 Dyer Prince Road 

Historic Name: Davis & Alice Smith House 

Uses: Present: single-family residence 
Original: single-family residence 


Date of Construction: ca. 1823 


Source: vital records, historic maps, censuses 
Style/Form: Federal/Cape Cod 
Architect/Builder: unknown 


Exterior Material: 
Foundation: brick 


View from SE. 
Wall/Trim: wood clapboard & wood shingle/wood 


Locus Map (north at top) 


Roof: asphalt shingle 
Vl Tt 


Outbuildings/Secondary Structures: 
Privy, early 20" c. 


Major Alterations (with dates): 
Windows replaced east side, mid-20" c. 
Skylights added front roof, mid-2oth c. 


Condition: good 
Moved: no] yes] Date: 
Acreage: 0.69 


Setting: The property is located on a historic road among 
other 18'- and 19""-century houses. More recently, large 
lots have been subdivided with the addition of mid-20th- 
century dwellings. 


Source: Mass GIS Oliver Parcel Viewer 


Recorded by: Kathryn Grover & Neil Larson 
Larson Fisher Associates 
Organization: Eastham Historical Commission 


Date: June 2020 


12/12 Follow Massachusetts Historical Commission Survey Manual instructions for completing this form. 


INVENTORY FORM B CONTINUATION SHEET EASTHAM 60 Dyer Prince Road 
MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION Area(s) Form No. 


220 MORRISSEY BOULEVARD, BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 02125 
EAS.186 


[x] Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. 


ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 

The Davis & Alice Smith House, built ca. 1823, is a story-and-a-half wood frame single dwelling with a side lobby or half-cape 
plan with a chimney behind the lobby for fireplaces in front and rear principal rooms. The three-bay front fagade contains a 
doorway and transom on one side distinguished with an architrave with wide pilasters, a tall frieze and thin cornice and two 9- 
over-6 sash windows offset on the other side. A shallow cornice runs along the eave line; it appears that the windows once had 
cornices now lost. The plan is deeper than it is wide with broad gable ends with eaves tight to the walls. The westerly, chimney 
end contains only one window at the rear corresponding to a room behind the chimney. The entry lobby in front of the chimney 
has no window and likely includes a stair in the chimney space. Two windows are located in the gable. The easterly end has two 
windows on the ground level. They are in the correct location—one each for front and back rooms—but the windows themselves 
have been changed and odd shingled hoods have been added. The gable contains two windows. A one-story kitchen wing 
extends from the rear, recessed behind the easterly end wall of the house with a fagade containing a second entrance and two 
windows. The kitchen was located between the chimney and the house with a doorway and adjacent window. The section 
behind the chimney contained service areas. There are windows on the westerly side and a shed roof outshot added for a 
doorway or some other unknown use. The only outbuilding on the property is a small privy probably built in the 20" century 


The house is situated on a small lot subdivided from a larger farm tract and is surrounded by an open lawn with trees along the 
boundaries. It is set back from the road and an unpaved driveway runs along the easterly side to the rear. 


HISTORICAL NARRATIVE 

The deeds for 60 Dyer Prince Road can only be traced definitively only to 1896, but historic maps and censuses indicate that a 
house was on this lot by 1858 and probably much earlier. The 1858 map attaches the name “D. Smith” to the house, and a 
reminiscence of the Bridge-Dyer Prince Road neighborhood indicates that the house on the site was owned and occupied by 
Davis Smith (1791-1868) and his family.’ Davis Smith was one nine children of master mariner Nehemiah Smith (born 1751) and 
his wife Jedida Arey (1754-1817), and many of them lived in this part of Eastham. No deed has yet been found in which Smith or 
his widow Jedida transferred property to their children, though in 1818 those surviving children transferred her one-third share of 
the real property set off to her after her husband’s death, being land on which the house of their grandfather Simeon Smith (born 
1712) had once stood as well as her share of two houses, one that she had occupied at the time of her death and another her 
husband had owned. The only deed conveying land to Davis Smith was from Reuben Nickerson of what is now numbered 20 
Bridge Road, in 1828, but Davis sold that property within the year. It seems likely that Davis Smith built 60 Dyer Prince Road on 
land his family owned about the time of his marriage, in 1823, to Alice Knowles. His eldest brother Nehemiah Jr. (1776-1820) 
had married Alice’s sister Mary Knowles in 1801.7 He likely lived at 50 Dyer Prince Road (EAS.183). 


The 1830 Eastham census lists Davis Smith just after Reuben Nickerson with three in his household and in the same 
neighborhood with four in the household in 1840. The 1850 census lists him as a mariner with $160 in real estate. The 
household included his wife, son Simeon Davis (1830-54), and daughter Abigail (Abba) G. (born 1834). The 1860 census credits 
Davis Smith with $500 in real property in a household with his wife. Alice Knowles Smith died in 1863, and Davis Smith died in 
June 1868. Daughter Abba had married the Methodist minister George Sherman Alexander in 1856, who was then living in 
Rhode Island but whose parents were Dennis natives. In 1855 he had boarded in this neighborhood in the household of Louisa 
Smith Crosby, widow of Timothy Crosby and daughter of Davis’s older brother Nehemiah Smith Jr. (1776-1820). The Alexanders 
lived in Falmouth in 1860, Wareham in 1865, and Nebraska City, Nebraska, in 1868; they were Davis and Alice Smith’s only 
heirs, but no deed has yet been located in which they sold 60 Dyer Prince Road.? 


' George Herbert Walker, “All the Good People of My Boyhood Days Are Gone,” Yarmouth Register, 21 February 1947, 6, from the Cape 

Codder. Walker was then 94 and living in Wellfleet. The article told of his life in this South Eastham neighborhood “some 80 years ago.” 

2 Dean Smith, Davis Smith, and Nehemiah Smith, et al. to Richard Smith, 6 June 1818, BCD 9:102. Davis Smith’s wife is shown as Olive 

Knowles in their marriage record but as Alice in every other document. 

3 Abigail Smith Alexander died in Nebraska in 1876 and her husband in 1894. Alexander’s graver marker, states of them, “They were born in 

New England. They died in Nebraska. They were builders of the new life of a new land. Their trust was in the Lord.” Alexander had been 

appointed Nebraska’s commission of immigration in 1869, chaplain of the state insane asylum in 1873, chaplain of the state penitentiary in 
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The 1880 Eastham map assigns this and two other houses near this site to “Connell,” which signifies Bridget Connell (ca. 1828- 
82), the widow of laborer and magnesium manufacturer Hugh Connell (1825-72).* The Connells were both Irish immigrants and 
appear to have been living in this neighborhood by 1865—very likely, judging by the enumeration order, at 60 Dyer Prince Road. 
Davis Smith, though alive, was not listed in the neighborhood in that year’s state census. The Connells lived with Bridget 
Connell’s 66-year-old mother, washerwoman Bridget Mulcahy (1787-1897), whose surname census takers and registry clerks 
tortured: it was sometime Mulchia, Mulchai, Mulcahi, even Mulagan. According to the recollection of South Eastham resident 
George H. Walker, Connell had “a good size building where he made magnesia . . . down by the creek” on the south side of 
Dyer Prince Road and lived on the north side.® In 1880 the widowed Bridget Connell lived with her sister Margaret Mulcahy and 
Margaret’s two children Bridget and Daniel; the three appear to have emigrated about 1875. 


In 1871 Hugh Connell had mortgaged 60 Dyer Prince Road to his sister-in-law Margaret Mulcahy, and she bought the property 
at auction later that year when he defaulted on the mortgage. For some reason a posthumous foreclosure deed was recorded in 
June 1896, perhaps because she planned to sell the property and recognized that no such deed had been recorded after the 
auction. On 23 June 1896 she sold the property to John Davie of Orleans, who rented it for the next decade and sold it in 1907 
to Nahum M. Fuller of Boston; Davie’s widow sold Fuller another tract in 1909.° The property remained in the Fuller family until 
1959. 


Born in 1860 in Maine, Nahum M. Fuller was working as a conductor on the Boston elevated railway when he married Ella L. 
Carey of Dorchester in 1881. He was a railway foreman by 1914, and he appears to have bought the South Eastham house for 
his widowed mother Abbie Gould Fuller and his brother John. Abbie Fuller died in Eastham in 1908, and the 1910 census lists 
John G. Fuller (1855-1922), an unmarried laborer, living at the Dyer Prince Road house. By 1920 Nahuam Fuller and his wife 
are listed on Prince Dyer Road, and he died in Eastham in 1929. The 60 Dyer Prince Road house passed to his widow Ella, who 
in 1949 added her niece Esther M. Westwood to the title. Ella M. Fuller died in November 1958, and the next year Westwood 
sold 60 Dyer Prince Road to Donald D. and Mary E. Benson of South Hadley, who owned it for only five years. Frances Peirce of 
Winchester bought the property in 1964. She died in 1987 in Eastham and left the property in her will to Margaret Lyon Peirce of 
Mount Holly, Vermont. Margaret Peirce died in 2006, and Lorraine Pierce of Westwood, co-owner since 1989, was the owner of 
record in 2020.’ 
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PHOTOGRAPHS 


(credit Larson Fisher Associates, 2019 unless otherwise noted) 


View from NE. 
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View from NW. 
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Detail of front fagade from west. 


View of Privy. 
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[Delete this page if no Criteria Statement is prepared] 


National Register of Historic Places Criteria Statement Form 


Check all that apply: 
[_] Individually eligible [_] Eligible only in a historic district 


[_] Contributing to a potential historic district _] Potential historic district 


Criterias [KK] A [|] B xc ED 


Criteria Considerations: [] A LE] B [EJ C EJ D [—] E —J F [1] G 


Statement of Significance by Neil Larson 
The criteria that are checked in the above sections must be justified here. 


The Davis & Alice Smith House appears eligible for the National Register under criterion C as a distinctive 
example of early 19""-century domestic architecture in the town of Eastham. It also is significant under criterion A 
for its association with the family of Nehemiah Smith (1751-1796) and their role in the settlement of South 
Eastham. The house is a remarkably intact example of its type: a Cape Cod house with a side-lobby or “half-cape” 
plan, as it had evolved at the turn of the 19" century. The house retains its three-bay front fagade with its offset 
entrance framed by wide pilasters, tall frieze and thin cornice in the local Neoclassical style. This small plan fell 
out of favor in the early 1800s and many were later enlarged as family size increased and lifestyles improved. An 
original kitchen wing is attached to the rear, which also is evidence of the trend to larger and more diversified 
plans. Nehemiah Smith, a mariner, settled in this neighborhood bridging the border between Eastham and 
Orleans, although the precise location of his homestead has yet to be determined. His heirs divided up his holding 
after his death with his sons, Nehemiah Smith, Jr. (1776-1820) building a house at 50 Dyer Prince Road 
(EAS.183) and Davis Smith building his house nearby at 60 Dyer Prince Road. The homes of other siblings have 
yet to be identified. 
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